The Coronation                 %s
tives, but that was to come. There were representatives of
England, Holland and Portugal, who had established diplo-
matic representation during the Wai% and of Switzerland
and France, who had established them since the Armistice*
Oddly enough, there were only two great nations that
were not represented at that Coronation. They were
Italy and Russia, and it may be said that these were the
two nations that concerned Pope Pius XI most deeply*
Looking into the future, he may have remembered that
the average reign of a Pope front the time of St Peter is
seven years and three months, but that, taking it from the
reign of Pope Pius VIf which began in 177,?, the average
reign has been seventeen years and seven months* Fifteen
years of that average have now passed, and an the Pope
looked forward during that Coronation at the age of
sixty-four, he must: have wondered if it would not be
possible to bring Russia back to Catholicism during his
reign as Pontiff,
So far it; has not been possible, ami every day he IUH had
to fight harder against the Communist influence from that
country. He certainly hoped, as we can nee from his life
in Poland, that; an arrangement could be come to with
Italy, and that has been done. But if he turned towards
the Austrian Minister and remembered that Austrian veto
which seems now to bo no more,, ho would hardly have
been likely to think that in fifteen years, when his own Ill-
health was so great, there would be many rumours In
Rome and elsewhere that because of the concordat with
Italy, and because of many other reasons, it may be possible
that at the next Conclave Italy may claim for herself, and
insist on, a veto. Or perhaps that veto has already been
almost acquired, when one remembers that, by the concor-